
 European Policy Update  

Micropower Europe adopts Vision 2050 
 

Micropower Europe announces the adoption of a sector 

growth strategy called ‘Mass Market Microgeneration: From 

Vision to Reality’, aimed at capitalizing on the opportunities 

for distributed energy generation.  

One of the first steps to establish a mass market for 

microgeneration technologies in the European sector, has been 

to launch the Vision Paper ahead of a research project to include 

partnering organizations from across Europe. This is expected to 

provide an evidence base for deviating from the business as usual scenario by 

promoting favorable decision making in Brussels. Speaking at Micropower Europeôs 

strategy conference in the European Parliament during EU Sustainable Energy Week, 

Charles Bradshaw-Smith, President of Micropower Europe, saw universal support for 

microgeneration. ñCurrent legislation has the right hooks, but there is a lack of 

transparency and clarity. It is difficult to piece together all the elements for 

microgeneration,ò he said. Bradshaw-Smith, who is also head of innovation at E.ON, 

added that if the framework for microgeneration is not transparent to citizens then there 

will be no easy and quick take-up. An EU microgeneration strategy would not only ease 

take-up by tackling barriers, but would also lead to greater economies of scale. 

Mass Market Microgeneration: Vision Paper I  Publications by Micropower Europe 

New Membership Structure  

Micropower Europe is a campaign organization promoting policy regulatory changes at EU level to enable the rapid 

expansion of the European microgeneration sector.  Microgeneration is the family of customer facing sustainable energy 

technologies whose main members are biomass heating systems, heat pumps, micro-combined heat and power, solar 

photovoltaics, solar thermal, concentrated solar power, and small-scale wind. Microgeneration and energy efficiency form 

the solution to low or zero carbon energy generated in, on, or next to existing and new buildings. For more information on 

Micropower Europe click here. The Members of Micropower Europe include: 

For  
information on 
membership  
opportunities  

  
 

Click here 

 Built Environment  

EPBD Political Agreement: Micropower Europe wins campaign on Article 13.4 Inspection of Heating Systems to allow 

Member States to offer inspections or equivalent measures on a permanent basis.  

Support Schemes  

Micropower Europe campaigns to keep micro-CHP included in the Energy Using Products Directive - LOT1 Boilers.  

Reduced Rate VAT for microgeneration: Now available in all Member States on a permanent basis. Micropower Europe 

celebrates success and continues awareness raising campaign.  

Micropower Europe campaigns to have EU Installer Standards for small-scale wind and micro-combined heat and 

power (currently excluded in the Renewable Energy Directive). 

Microgeneration Strategy  

Micropower Europe hosts a strategy conference and launches the Vision Paper titled óMass Market Microgeneration: 

From Vision to Realityô. Download the Vision Paper here.    

 Micropower Europe has 
adopted a new membership 
structure to reflect the diversity 
of organisations supporting 
microgeneration in the EU. Six 
categories run from the most 
influential members (Corporate 
Sponsor) to those wishing to 
partner the organisation or stay 
abreast of strategy groups and 
p o l i c y  d e v e l o p m e n t s   
(Organisational Member). If you 
are interested in becoming a 
member of Micropower Europe, 
or would like more information, 
please contact the Secretariat 
here. 

EU Policy Update 

MPE Strategy Groups Update 

Upcoming Events  for Your Diary 

April 2010 

 

www.microgenerationeurope.eu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Send your news to Micropower Europe  
If you have information that you wish to have included in the next edition then e-mail it to the Secretariat.  

The deadline for submissions is the third Monday of each month.  
 

Editorial Board 
The editorial board for the compilation of the Update is Alexandre Delacoux, Secretary General, Micropower Europe  

and Bethan Fox, Head of Policy, Micropower Europe.  
 

If you are already registered with Micropower Europe, you will have automatically received this monthly update.  
If you are not registered and you wish to subscribe to this update click here.  

If you wish to unsubscribe to this update click here. Please contact Micropower Europe if the Update does not display properly.  
 

* * *  

About Micropower Europe 

Micropower Europe at All Energy 

Conference, 19th & 20th May 2010, 

Aberdeen, Scotland 

‘The European Perspective’  

Day 1: 14.00 - 15.30: Microgeneration - Residential  1 

(including heat) 

Day 1: 16.00 - 17.30: Microgeneration - Residential  2 

(including heat) 

Click here to reserve your free place  

European Parliament unanimously approves Energy Efficiency 

EU energy efficiency legislation for buildings and the new layout of the EU energy 

efficiency label were approved by the Industry Committee on Wednesday. These 

measures - which come in addition to the EU's 2008 climate change package - were 

agreed with the Council last year and are to be put to a final vote by the full Parliament in 

May. The energy efficiency legislation aims to help consumers to cut their energy bills 

and the EU as a whole to hit its climate change target of using 20% less energy by 2020. 

Member States' building codes will require all new buildings to have near-zero energy 

consumption and boilers and air conditioning systems will have to be inspected regularly. 

All buildings built from the end of 2020 onwards must have high energy-saving standards 

and be powered to a large extent by renewable energy. Public authorities' building 

projects are to lead the way two years earlier. Part of the funding for these changes will 

come from the EU budget. Where feasible, the energy performance of existing buildings 

will have to be improved during major renovations. When renovating, owners will be 

encouraged to install "smart meters" and replace heating, hot-water plumbing and air-

conditioning systems with high-efficiency alternatives such as heat pumps. The 

committee backed this proposal unanimously, with 52 votes in favour. 

Press Release I European Council Position 

EU Draft Budget 2011: Investing in Energy Infrastructure 

Boosting economic recovery and investing in tomorrow's energy infrastructures are key 

priorities of the 2011 draft budget adopted by the European Commission on 27 April 

2010. Out of a total of ú142.6 billion (bn), some ú64.4bn are geared towards economic 

recovery actions (+3.4% on 2010). Furthermore, the funds backing the flagship initiatives 

of the EU 2020 Strategy for Growth and Jobs represent some 57.9bn (some 40% of the 

Budget). Though commitments for new projects increase by 3.2%, payment 

appropriations for active projects increase by 16.9%, to reach over ú42.5 bn. This 

increase in payments is expected to contribute in real terms to the necessary stimulus of 

national economies, while promoting the structural adjustment to the model of 

sustainable growth identified by the EU. The European Economic Recovery Plan is also 

coming on stream, with over ú 1bn to finance the on-the-round implementation of the 

energy projects agreed in 2009 and beginning of 2010 in the area of carbon capture and 

storage, offshore wind energy, and energy infrastructure. Funding for protection of the 

environment through the Life+ programme will benefit from an additional +8.7% in 

funding, to reach ú333M. The draft 2011 budget also increases investments in research, 

development and innovation, infrastructure and human capital. The 7th Framework 

Programme for research and technical development will grow by 13.8%, reaching 

ú8.6bn; never before has the EU invested so much in that programme. Research and 

development alone cannot boost economic recovery: the Trans-European transport and 

energy networks will grow by 16.8% (ú1.3bn) whereas the Competitiveness and 

Innovation Programme (CIP) will receive 4.4% more funding compared to 2010 (ú549M). 

Press Release I EU Strategy for Growth and Jobs I Opinion of the European Parliament 

GreenLight and GreenBuilding EU Awards: Winners save 85% 

These annual awards, launched by the European Commission in 2000 and 2005 

respectively, promote the reduction of energy consumption by public and private 

organisations on a voluntary basis. One of the 12 award winners in the 2010 edition of 

the GreenLight programme is Micropower Europe member E.ON, which reduced energy 

consumption by 71.92%. In the GreenBuilding category, two of the best refurbishment 

projects, an office building in Austria and a secondary school in Germany, have achieved 

over 80% of energy savings. These initiatives count over 700 participants  from across 

Europe, who save approximately 545 GWh each year. GreenLight encourages partners 

to install energy-efficient lighting, while the GreenBuilding initiative promotes improved 

energy efficiency in buildings through several measures such as thermal insulation, 

efficient heating and cooling, intelligent control systems, solar PV panels  and 

geothermal installation etc. 

Press Release I European GreenBuilding Programme  

ENEROPA 

 In a new report, The European 
Climate Foundation (ECF) 
confirms Micropower Europeôs 
stance on regional specificity 
for renewables. ECF argue that 
not every part of Europe can 
rely on the same type of 
renewable energy. So in the 
future the energy map of 
Europe will be redrawn. 
Southern Spain and Italy will 
become the lands of Solaria, 
while the U.K. will be split 
between the Isles of Wind, and 
the Tidal States, along with 
Ireland. Germany will turn into 
Geothermalia, while the 
Balkans would produce 
biomass in Biomassburg and 
Scandinavia would focus on 
hydro power, in North Hydropia.  
By app l y ing  the  r igh t 
technology to houses in the 
right region, this would have the 
advantage of making Europe 
virtually self-sufficient in oil and 
natural gas, ending its heavy 
dependence on imports from 
third countries.  
See a larger PDF map here 
Read Roadmap 2050 here 

European Renewable Energy 

Council Conference  

May 6th 2010, Brussels, Belgium 

Focusing  on: 

The EU policy framework related to the energy 

performance of buildings 

State of the art of energy efficiency and 

renewable energy solutions for existing as well 

as new buildings 

EU outlook towards energy-smart buildings 

Click here to register.  

 

 

Do you speak sustainable 

construction?  

20th May 2010, Renaissance Hotel, Brussels 

This conference focuses on how different construction 
materials can contribute to sustainable construction. It will 
allow all relevant stakeholders, including politicians, 
architects,  product manufacturers and contractors to meet, 
understand and challenge the current thinking on nearly 
zero energy buildings, low carbon infrastructure, recycling 
of buildings and materials and design of buildings.  
 
To register, please contact Jessica Johnson. 
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