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The EU Agenda
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MEP Claude Turmes
άaƛŎǊƻƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ 9¦ 
ƳƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ  нл҈ ǘƻ ол҈ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ά

MEP Fiona Hall
άaŀƪŜ ƳƛŎǊƻƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ 

ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦έ

MEP Judith Merkies
ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴέ

Former EU Energy Commissioner 
Piebalgs

άaƛŎǊƻƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǇŀǊǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƳƛȄέ



aƛŎǊƻƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ Ψƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊŎƘΩ
- but is everyone going their own way?
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An EU Microgeneration Strategy 
would bring it all together
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Towards a Unified Sector
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Why the EU needs a unified microgeneration sector

ÁInternational companies offering multi-product 
solutions

ÁLarge scale manufacturing across borders

ÁIndustry matters migrating from national to EU    
level (e.g. standards)

ÁSustainability agenda towards Europeanisation(e.g. 
Renewables Directive, EU Emissions Trading) 



EU Market Projections
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Microgeneration units installed in the EU under various policy scenarios



Behavioural Change

© Micropower Europe 2010 I Bethan Fox All Energy UK   - 19/05/2010 

Reaching citizens
is challenging

Changing household
behaviour

Heightened energy 
consciousness

ά5ŜƳŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
overcome a communication gap between the 
energy experts operating the programmes and 
ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΦέ 

FP7 EU funded Changing Behaviour project

άуу% of microgeneration adopters reduce 
energy consumption ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴέ

UK Government Study,  2008

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ is heightened awareness among 
consumers, even those merely άƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘέ 
with ƳƛŎǊƻƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ

Open University (2007) 



An EU Microgeneration Strategy
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Evidence from Best Practice

Connection 
standards 
2003

Reduced 
rate VAT 
2005

Code for 
sustainable 
homes 2006

Feed-in Tariff 
(Clean Energy 
Cashback) 
scheme 2010

Permitted 
development 
2010
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United Kingdom: A National Microgeneration Strategy 

Units installed: 98,000 in 2008 Ą 27,000,000 in 2030
Supplying 30% - 40% UK electricity load by 2050  with 
15%  carbon dioxide reduction per annum (EST)



Evidence from Best Practice

Low interest 
loans and 
direct 
subsidies

PV feed-in 
tariff of 
46.8 cents 
KW/h in 
2008

1,000,000 
solar thermal 
installations 
2008

Mandatory use of 
microgeneration 
in new houses and 
incentives for zero 
energy 2009

PV feed-in tariff of 
39.6 cents KW/h in 
2010

Germany: A National Microgeneration Strategy 
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Evidence from Best Practice 

Deregulation of roof-
integrated ST and PV 
installation

Mandated     
public 
procurement 

PV systems 
reached grid 
parity

Solar thermal 
55% tax 
deduction

Wind turbines and 
others have special 
rates with additional 
regional incentives
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Italy



EU Strategy 2011 - 2020
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