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EU Energy Policy needs Citizen Power  

In a landmark conference held on 23rd March, jointly hosted in the European 

Parliament by leading MEPs and campaigning organisation Micropower Europe, 

there was a unanimous call for a consumer -led energy revolution, with 

microgeneration at its heart.  

 

Conference co-chair Judith Merkies MEP said ñeverything starts and ends with 

citizensô participation. We need a change in policy to turn the neighbours literally green 

with envyò, whilst other panellists and delegates strongly supported calls for a 

Commission-sponsored Microgeneration Strategy for Europe. Conference co-chair 

Fiona Hall MEP said ñat a time when the EU member States are preparing their 

national action plans on renewable energy, thereôs never been a more important 

moment for looking at what we need to do to remove the barriers to making 

microgeneration as widespread as possible in the EU.ò  

 

A high-ranking European Commission official invited Micropower Europe to contribute 

its own ideas on what a European Microgeneration Strategy would involve, for the 

Commissionôs consideration as part of its review of the Energy Efficiency Action Plan. 

The European Commission also identified the need for robust research evidence to 

understand the full potential of the microgeneration sector to contribute towards EU 

energy policyôs short, medium and long term goals.  

 

Claude Turmes MEP said ñmicrogeneration must help the EU 

to move from a 20% to a 30% target for renewable energy by 

2020ò. 

 

An official event of EU Sustainable Energy Week, the 

conference was set up to discuss the case for a pan-European 

Strategy for Microgeneration, the purpose of which is to: 

Engage citizens in their use of energy, through the uptake of 

microgeneration technologies; 

Undertake significant steps to reach out to EU citizens and 

explain that individual actions in each home can have as big an 

impact on climate change as activities by governments and 

industry; 

Undertake a comprehensive review of EU legislation to 

remove barriers and identify positive legislative measures to 

stimulate a mass market microgeneration sector and to; 

  Set out any legislative changes needed to break down 

current market barriers to the uptake of microgeneration, and create a positive 

regulatory environment for the microgeneration sector to help reduce green house 

gases, boost renewable energy production, and help with economic regeneration 

through the creation of thousands of new skilled green jobs in the European Union. 

 

Charles Bradshaw -Smith, Head of Innovation at E.ON and President of Micropower 

Europe, said ñthis landmark conference marks a turning point in EU policy development 

for the microgeneration industry. There is almost universal support for microgeneration 

playing a key role and we look forward to working with the Commission by sharing 

ideas on how a Microgeneration Strategy for Europe can help this important industry 

take its proper place in the EU energy mix, to help secure a sustainable future, both 

economically and environmentallyò. 

Conference sponsored by  

 

New Membership Structure  

Micropower Europe is a campaign organization promoting policy regulatory changes at EU level to enable the rapid 

expansion of the European microgeneration sector.  Microgeneration is the family of customer facing sustainable energy 

technologies whose main members are biomass heating systems, heat pumps, micro-combined heat and power, solar 

photovoltaics, solar thermal, concentrated solar power, and small-scale wind. Microgeneration and energy efficiency form 

the solution to low or zero carbon energy generated in, on, or next to existing and new buildings. For more information on 

Micropower Europe click here . The Members of Micropower Europe include: 

For  
information on 
membership  
opportunities  

  
 

Click here  

 Built Environment  

EPBD Political Agreement: Micropower Europe wins campaign on Article 13.4 Inspection of Heating Systems to allow 

Member States to offer inspections or equivalent measures on a permanent basis.  

Support Schemes  

Reduced Rate VAT for microgeneration: Now available in all Member States on a permanent basis. Micropower Europe 

celebrates success and launches awareness raising campaign.  

Micropower Europe campaigns to have EU Installer Standards for small-scale wind and micro-combined heat and 

power (currently excluded in the Renewable Energy Directive). 

Microgeneration Strategy  

Micropower Europe prepares to launch the 2010 Vision Paper titled óMass Market Microgeneration: Vision to Realityô at 

EU Sustainable Energy Week.  

To ensure you receive a free copy click here.    

 

www .microgenerationeurope .eu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Send your news to Micropower Europe  
If you have information that you wish to have included in the next edition then e-mail it to the Secretariat.  

The deadline for submissions is the third Monday of each month.  
 

Editorial Board  
The editorial board for the compilation of the Update is Alexandre Delacoux, Secretary General, Micropower Europe  

and Bethan Fox, Head of Policy, Micropower Europe.  
 

If you are already registered with Micropower Europe, you will have automatically received this monthly update.  
If you are not registered and you wish to subscribe to this update click here.  

If you wish to unsubscribe to this update click here. Please contact Micropower Europe if the Update does not display properly.  
 

* * *  

 Micropower Europe has 
adopted a new membership 
structure to reflect the diversity 
of organisations supporting 
microgeneration in the EU. Six 
categories run from the most 
influential members (Corporate 
Level A) to those wishing to 
partner the organisation or stay 
abreast of strategy groups and 
p o l i c y  d e v e l o p m e n t s   
(Associate Level B). If you are 
interested in becoming a 
member of Micropower Europe, 
please contact the Secretariat 
here. 

EU Policy Update  
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Upcoming Events  for Your Diary  

About Micropower Europe  

March 2010  

Intelligent Energy Europe    

The European Commission has 
recently published a call for 
proposals in the framework of 
the Intelligent Energy Europe 
programme. Providing ú56 
million for research into energy 
efficiency, consumer behaviour 
and renewable in buildings, 
grants awarded under this 
scheme may cover up to 75% 
of the eligible project costs. The 
deadline for submission is 24th 
June 2010. If you are interested 
in partnering Micropower 
Europe please contact the 
Secretariat here.  

Claude Turmes, MEP  

Niels Ladefoged, EC  

Microgeneration in     

Eastern and Central EU    

Alexandre Delacoux, Secretary 
General of Micropower Europe 
provided market sector insight 
at the Central and Eastern 
E u r o p e a n  R e n e w a b l e 
Conference in Warsaw this 
week. The annual reference 
point for investors, small-scale 
renewables and energy 
efficiency looks set to grow with 
the right legislative framework 
in place. 

***  Save the Date ***  

Wednesday 19th May 2010, Aberdeen, Scotland  

14.00 - 15.30: Microgeneration - Residential  1 (including heat)  

16.00 - 17.30: Microgeneration - Residential  2 (including heat)  

Click here to reserve your free place  

ELENA to provide 1 billion Euros for Urban Investment in Energy Efficiency and Renewables  
The European Commission and European Investment Bank (EIB) expect the European Local Energy Assistance (ELENA) 

facility to support more than EUR 1 billion of energy efficiency and renewable energy projects in 2010. A first agreement 

with the province of Barcelona will be signed in April, as announced at the launch of the EUôs Sustainable Energy Week in 

Brussels. The EIB is currently in detailed discussions with 16 other cities or regions about their investment plans to increase 

energy efficiency and develop renewable energy. EU Energy Commissioner Günther Oettinger said: "This is an example of 

how an idea presented during last yearôs Covenant of Mayors Ceremony is now a reality and having an impact on the 

ground. ELENA is a chance for cities and regions to help themselves by implementing Sustainable Energy Action Plans that 

create jobs, and at the same time help Europe as a whole meet its climate goals. After the strong response from cities and 

regions, we intend to double available ELENA funding to EUR 30 million.ò  

Press Release I European Commission website I EIB ELENA website I Parliament opinion of EU funding 

Spring Council of Ministers eyes higher Targets (25th - 26th March)  
At the European Spring Council, 27 Prime Ministers outlined their focus, including reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 

20% compared to 1990 levels; increasing the share of renewables in final energy consumption to 20%; and moving towards 

a 20% increase in energy efficiency. The Council furthermore emphasised that the EU is committed to take a decision to 

move to a 30% reduction by 2020 compared to 1990 levels as its conditional offer with a view to a global and 

comprehensive agreement for the period beyond 2012, provided that other developed countries commit themselves to 

comparable emission reductions and that developing countries contribute adequately according to their responsibilities and 

respective capabilities." Connie Hedegaard, European Commissioner for Climate Action, is very pleased with this reiterated 

support from Member States to the Climate Action strategy of the EU. The Council conclusions give a strong signal to the 

European Commission to carry on, ahead of the June Council, with an analysis on what practical policies would be required 

to implement a 30% reduction, and on its co-benefits for growth and job creation. In early 2011 the Council will discuss 

energy policy, including how it can best support the shift towards an efficient low-carbon economy and greater security of 

supply. 

Press release I Spring Council Conclusions  

Parliament strengthen energy rules to protect households  
MEPs have beefed up rules to ensure that households will not be deprived of gas in winter, as has happened in both 2008 

and 2009. Parliament's Industry Committee made proposed gas crisis prevention measures more stringent, and laid down 

new requirements for plans to offset any serious disruptions to gas supplies from third countries. The proposal, prompted 

by the 2008 and 2009 gas crises, when supplies of Russian gas through Ukraine to the EU were disrupted by disputes 

between Moscow and Kiev, is a draft Regulation to remedy a lack of co-ordination and interconnected infrastructure among 

EU Member States. It "is a true response to a real problem", said Alejo Vidal-Quadras MEP who is steering the legislation 

through Parliament. Member states will need to ensure that even if their biggest gas infrastructure fails, the remaining 

infrastructure is capable of meeting total daily gas demand on a day of "exceptionally high demand". National authorities 

should also comply with an infrastructure standard, notably by introducing reverse flows under certain conditions, ensuring 

connections to the integrated EU gas network and by breaking dependence on one single third country gas supplier. MEPs 

changed the original proposal by adding a requirement that the Commission develop a long-term supply strategy. One year 

after the regulation enters into force, the Commission must present a report assessing factors such as Liquified Natural Gas 

installations, storage capacities and regional co-operation, including recommendations for improving preventive and 

emergency action plans. 

Press release I European Parliament website  

           Judith Merkies, MEP                      Fiona Hall, MEP                 Charles Bradshaw -Smith, President  
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